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PRESS RELEASE

USAID Funds Program for Senior Kosovar Officials to Learn from Their US Counterparts on Expanding Trade Policy and FTA Negotiations
Washington, DC, (August 18, 2005) – The Center for International Programs (CIP) of Valbin Corporation issued the following statement regarding upcoming USAID funded Participant Training Program for Kosovar officials who will be  in Washington D.C. from August 26 – September 4, 2005.
A delegation of 10 senior Kosovar officials, representatives of different ministries and parliamentarian committees involved in trade policy formulation and free trade negotiations will participate on a USAID funded study tour administered by World Learning and hosted by the Center for International Programs (CIP) of Valbin Corporation.  The program will take place in Washington D.C. from August 26 till September 4 and it will provide to the Kosovar government representatives a framework on how to expand their trade policy decision making and their negotiation skills for free trade agreements with various countries in the region.  Such program is of great significance to Kosovo as it is getting ready for its final status settlement and is in the process of negotiating free trade agreements with its neighbors such as Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Bulgaria and Moldova.
Considering the current situation, challenges and needs of the Kosovar government, this program will provide a unique and critical opportunity to the Kosovar officials to gain valuable experience and assistance from their US counterparts.  The participants will learn about the role of effective decision-making in trade policy formulation and how various sector interests, represented by the different ministries, contribute to that formulation. In particular, this program will serve to demonstrate how ministries can work together to present a unified and rational trade policy, as well as how interaction and coalition building with the legislature and the private sector contribute to viable trade policy.

The ten participating delegates include Kadri Kryeziu, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Trade and Industry;
Bajrush Xhemaili, Vice President of the Office for Economy, Trade & Industry, Assembly of Kosova;
Fatmir Rexhepi, Chair of the Committee of Finance & Economy, Assembly of Kosova; Skender Ahmeti, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade and Industry; Ejup Fejza, Director of Trade Department, Ministry of Trade and Industry; Shqipe Gashi, Coordinator for Trade Policy, Ministry of Trade and Industry; Hysni Nura, Senior Officer for Agricultural Policies, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Development; Gazmend Qorraj, Adviser to the Minister,  Ministry of Economy and Finance; Bujar Zeneli, Director of Department of Industry, Ministry of Trade and Industry; Driton Qehaje, Office of the Prime Minister . 
During this one week professional program in Washington D.C., the Kosovar delegation will have important meetings and sessions with leaders, influential individuals and organizations in the US Capital.  Some of the entities the delegation will be meeting with include the US Department of State (DOS), The US Trade Representative (USTR), The US Department of Agriculture (USDA), US Department of Commerce (DOC), International Trade Commission (ITC), Congressional Subcommittee on Trade (minority), the National Foreign Trade Council (NFTC) and other professionals who specialize in trade.  
Mr. Patrick Macrory, CIP’s Program Facilitator who has worked on international trade issues for over 30 years will work closely with the Kosovar officials during this training program to support the participants to continuously translate what they learn from US trade actors to the realities in Kosovo.
Besides the professional program the participants will also attend experience America and cultural activities in the D.C. area.  Such activities include a boat trip along the Potomac River, tour of Mt. Vernon, house of the first US President, artistic performance at Kennedy Center, and a DC city tour.  Such activities will expose the participants to diverse cultural, political and social values in the US.
The Center for International Programs (CIP) is a subdivision of Valbin Corporation, which strongly promotes international training and services in educational development.  For further information on CIP, please visit our website www.valbin.org .
� EMBED Unknown  ���









[image: image2.png]CIP



_1178480695.bin

